PLS 111 Internet Assignment Example #1

Your paper needs to be at least FOUR pages long and represent FOUR Web sites.

The Presidential Candidates

How do their websites compare?

By: XXXXXXX

Who Are We Looking At?

· www.georgebush.com
This website is dedicated to Governor George W. Bush, contains profiles and stands on key issues. Includes latest news and endorsements.

· www.algore2000.com 

Dedicated to Vice President Al Gore, this is the Official website of Gore's campaign for president.
· www.harrybrowne2000.org 

Campaign site for the Libertarian Party nominee for President, Harry Browne. 

· www.gopatgo.org 

Official site of Reform Party candidate Patrick Buchanan, includes events and schedule for appearances.

· www.votenader.com
Ralph Nader’s official campaign site. News, biography, issue statements, ballot status, volunteer and donation information.
The Criteria

Each website is being graded on a scale of one to four (one being the lowest) in the following areas:

1.Ease of Use-Is it well organized, are the areas clearly set out, would a novice get lost in it?

2.Visual Appearance-How effectively does it use graphics?  Is the screen display appealing?

3.Usefulness of Content-Could a student of American government really benefit from the material presented?

4.Usefulness of Hyperlinks-Do the hyperlinks seem relevant?  Are they current?

5.Originality –Does it offer anything distinct or special?

6.Overall Grade- What is your overall appraisal?  Would you recommend this site to others?

Ease of Use

www.georgebush.com -At first glance the home page seems a bit scattered and overwhelming.  It contains a lot of information and a lot of links.  However, after further examination and navigating the site became quite simple to get around in.  It has a side bar, which is available at all times as you are navigating the site.  This feature allows you to quickly hop from one section of the site to the other.  But, a major annoyance was multiple ads that kept popping up every time you accessed a different part of the website.  I also had an error message concerning the scripts on the page and couldn’t read some parts of some pages.  I’m not sure whether that was just my browser or the site though.  I wasn’t able to find how often the website was updated either, but it seemed to contain current information.  

Rating:(( 
www.algore2000.com - The Gore site was very easy to navigate.  This site also had a sidebar that is available during the entire time. However, this site has a sidebar on each side.  You never have to even touch the back button on your browser the entire time you are viewing the contents of this site.  There was a search that allowed you to access Gore’s stand on any issue, and another search engine that allows you to search for any word or phrase throughout the site or in the speeches.  This site is also updated several times a day, so it contains very current, up to date information.

Rating: (((      

www.harrybrowne2000.org -This site was very, very well organized.   Also containing a separate sidebar, it was a piece of cake to jump from one section to another.  It was virtually impossible to get lost in this website.  It did not have a lot of filler and was very straight to the point and had a nice layout.  You can even open up the links in separate windows for easier downloading and printing, so that you don’t waste a bunch of paper and space on the things that don’t matter.  This site is updated daily so contains very relevant information.

Rating: ((((
www.gopatgo.org -This site is easy to navigate, however there isn’t really much to navigate.  This site does not contain a sidebar, so you have to use the back button on your browser to return to your previous spot or the pull down menu at the top of the page, which connects you to the four major pages and the candidate’s stands on certain issues.  A slight annoyance was a pop up to donate to the Buchanan campaign that came up each time you moved to a different part of the site.  It contains very up to the minute information.  There is a marquis at the top, which announces the next time he will be “on air” and a search engine that allows you to search the site for certain words and phrases.

Rating: (((
www.votenader.com - This site is also easy to navigate.  It contains a small sidebar and also a footer, which allows you to jump to the major areas of the site. There was also a search engine that let you search for words and phrases contained in articles on the site.  This site contains current information, but I’m not sure when it was last updated.  There were no pop ups during my visit to this site. (Applause)

Rating: ((((
Visual Appearance

www.georgebush.com - The Bush site uses a lot of graphics and pictures.  But, it’s just the right amount without being overpowering and they are just the right size.  The graphics are also relevant to the area that they are in.  It is very pleasing to the eye and does not use bright, vivid colors, which can hurt the eyes after long periods.  

Rating: (((
www.algore2000.com - The Gore site has very appropriate graphics and pictures on its site.  The ones in the kid’s section are very cute.  The screen display is very appealing and also does not wear on the eyes with bright and vivid colors.  The layout is also consistent with a nice eye line that runs straight down the page.

Rating: ((((
www.harrybrowne2000.org - This site does not really contain any graphics, but just pictures of Harry Browne.   The screen display here is also pleasing to the eye with just basically white, black, and navy colors.  I would like to have seen more graphics, but the simplicity of the site is also appealing.

Rating: ((
www.gopatgo.org - There are not very many graphics on this site either, however the photographs are clear and appropriate.  There are two very nice eye lines that run vertical on the page, giving a flow of content.  The pictures also draw you in to the center of the page (very important aspect in designing layouts).    The colors on this page were also very light and very pleasing.  The fonts used were also a plus.  I enjoyed the appearance of this site very much, despite the fact that there were not many graphics.

Rating: ((((
www.votenader.com - This website contained no graphics and barely any photos.  The colors used in this site were all greens and blues.  The appearance was pleasing to the eye, but not very pleasing to me.  I am a visual person and the text alone cannot make up for what it is lacking in the graphics department.

Rating: (
Usefulness of Content

www.goergebush.com - The material presented in this site was very relevant and up to date.  It contained articles—good and bad—that had any mention of George Bush in them.  You can also customize the site to view the content that you only want to see.  Any person interested in the Bush campaign, government, and politics would benefit from this site.

Rating: (((
www.algore2000.com - The material presented in this site was very relevant and up to date.  It contained articles—good and bad—that had any mention of Al Gore in them.  This site also has a place where kids can play games and learn about the campaign and issues.  This site contains useful information that can be used by anyone-regardless of age.  Any Gore supporter, student, teacher, or average person would be satisfied with the content of this site.

Rating: (((
www.harrybrowne2000.org - The material presented on this site was also very relevant and up to date.  It did not contain very many news stories, but did have very in depth information about each subject.  The material was very well presented and very easy to understand.   It also contains many audio and video clips.  I found this very useful in hearing how he speaks about certain issue, than just reading it.  I think most people interested in this site would be content with its content.  

Rating: ((((
www.gopatgo.org  - The material on this site is updated, at what seems to be very often.  It contains the latest breaking news stories on the home page and also a library with everything that has previously been on the site.  This site also contains complete articles and not just bits and pieces of them.  It also offers “on the trail” information that comes direct from the campaign trail.  I think this site has very recent information, which is very important, and is also easy to understand.

Rating: (((
www.votenader.com - The material presented on this site is also relevant and up to date.  It is updated daily and contains little flags next to items that have been recently updated to help you stay abreast on the recent additions.  This site doesn’t contain very much information, but it does have the stands of the politician as well as highlights of the campaign.  Only those interested in how Nader feels about certain issues and not much else would mostly use the content on this site.

Rating: ((
Usefulness of Hyperlinks

www.goergebush.com - All the links contained in this site were current.  Many links were to news stories about Bush, however there were some links to tools you needed to use some parts of the site.  There was a link to Adobe Acrobat so you could download Adobe to be able to print materiel in PDF format, as well as a link to RealPlayer so that you could download RealPlayer in order to watch the video clips.  There was also links to Cyber Sitter websites that filter content for children.  You were also able to link to your state and county George Bush site, as well as link to register to vote.

Rating: (((
www.algore2000.com - There were many links in the Gore site. First off, a register to vote link.  Some links were for sites you may want to visit if you are looking for software and other products to help protect your children's safety on line.  There were also links for places for parents and kids to "surf" - alone or together! And also links for sites that parents can visit for ideas on protecting their child’s safety online.  You could even follow links to go to licensed and approved Gore/Lieberman campaign merchandise stores. There was also a link to Adobe Acrobat so you could download Adobe to be able to print materiel in PDF format, as well as a link to RealPlayer so that you could download RealPlayer in order to watch the video clips. There were also banners throughout the site allowing you to link to various sites.  There was also a credits section that had links to sites that assisted in the set-up of the Gore site.

Rating: ((((
www.harrybrowne2000.org - There are only a few links contained in Harry Browne’s website.  There is a link to his homepage, as well as links to sites about books that he has written (Liam World Publishing).  He also has a link to his campaign store and a link to the National Organization for the reform of marijuana laws.  There was also a register to vote link.  Some of these sites don’t seem to be very relevant though to his site, however they are all up to date.

Rating: ((
www.gopatgo.org - I could not even find any links on the Pat Buchanan Web page.  

Rating: zero stars

www.votenader.com - There were many links on the Nader site.  There were links to buy tickets for super rallies, a link to register to vote, and a link to buy campaign merchandise.  There were several links to supporting websites, endorsements, voting, the Green Party Platform, informative sites, and information on Ralph Nader.  All links were very relevant and up to date.

Rating: ((((
Originality

In the originality scoring I gave the Bush, Nader, and Browne sites all two stars and the Gore and Buchanan sites three stars.  My reasoning behind this was because all of the sites were relatively the same.  The reason Gore and Buchanan scored higher is because the Gore site contained a children’s section, where children cold play games and learn about campaigns and the Buchanan site scored higher for its use of interesting fonts and the “On the Campaign Trail” section.  The campaign trail section provides up to date information straight from the campaign trail, which I found interesting. 

Overall Grade

I averaged the rating on each off the different criteria for each site and these were the overall grades.

	Candidates
	Ease
	Visual
	Content
	Links
	Originality

	Bush
	2
	3
	3
	3
	2

	Gore
	3
	4
	3
	4
	3

	Browne
	4
	2
	4
	2
	2

	Buchanan
	3
	4
	3
	0
	3

	Nader
	4
	1
	2
	4
	2
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The Overall scores were as follows:

· Bush-2.6

· Gore-3.4


· Browne-2.8

· Buchanan-2.6

· Nader-2.4

It was a very close race with Gore coming out on top by almost an entire point and the remaining candidates centering around 2.6.

Recommendations

George Bush – Governor Bush, I recommend that you definitely tone down your site and make it easier to use.  It just looks so overwhelmingly busy.  It shouldn’t scare someone when they first look at your site and it should be easy to get what you want to see.  The My George W is a great start, but it definitely needs better organizing.

Al Gore – Mr. Vice President, you have done an excellent job rating a 3.4 out of 4 possible points.  Just try to be a little more original and think of some things to place on your site that no one else has.  The children’s section was n excellent idea and I loved it—just keep those great ideas coming.

Harry Browne – Your content and ease of use was exceptional, however the site is a little simple for my tastes.  A little more graphics and pictures would definitely liven up your site and give you a better rating.

Pat Buchanan – Mr. Buchanan, your site would have definitely rated a little higher if you would have had some hyperlinks.  This definitely needs to be added to your site.  Hyperlinks aren’t hard to add in and could even give you a tied rating with Gore.

Ralph Nader- You definitely topped out with ease of use and hyperlinks, but this site needed a little more graphics and a little more information would definitely improve your site and give it that added oomph!!

PLS 111 Internet Assignment – Example #2
WWW.NATO.INT
The web site for the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) provides valuable information about the history and policy of this group. The web site offers links to all of NATO’s official documents. In addition, it provides information on current news related to the organization.

Rating:

I- Ease of Use = (4) This site is very well organized. It is very user friendly and does not have to many frames that can confuse a novice. In addition, it has a search function that facilitates the browsing through this site. 

II- Visual Appearance = (4) This web site has been made simple and therefor it does not have too many graphics. However, the graphics that are display are neatly arranged and appeal to the user. The web site has a Media Library where high quality pictures, video and sounds are store. 

III- Usefulness of Content = (4) This web site is useful to people with knowledge of NATO as well as those without it. It is a great research tool because it has links to NATO’s official documents and to multimedia of conferences and meetings of NATO’s officials. Almost anything related to NATO can be found on this site.

IV- Usefulness of Hyperlinks = (4) This site has links to other NATO related organizations. Most of the links are current and most of them work. The web site is updated frequently so the links are present.

V- Originality = (3) This site does not contain any complex graphics or frame that makes it different from others. The format is the one use by most United States agencies. Even though is easy to use, it lacks of some originality. The few artworks found on the site is well prepared and design.

VI- Overall Grade = 3.5 

This site is well-organized and easy to use. It is one of the best sites found on the Internet for government agencies. This site is updated regularly and most of the information on it is current. This web site lacks of originality and it developers should make more use of frames and graphics to better the appearance of it. Overall this is one of the best sites on the Internet and it demonstrates how a web site does not have to be complicated to be useful.

WWW.WHITEHOUSE.GOV


The web site for the White House is an important access point to government information that is available on the Internet. This site not only has information about the President, but also about the Vice-President, the First Lady and other public agencies. Using this web site, the user is able to search throughout thousands of documents, video and sounds of the White House files and other related things.

I- Ease of Use = (3) This site has links that are somewhat easy to use. However, there is too much information jointly together which makes it difficult to search for a specific section. The web site is not compatible with all browsers so some users might have trouble accessing it. 

II- Visual Appearance = (4) The web site has excellent graphics and pictures that appeal to the user. In addition, it has movies, sounds and other multimedia that makes it very interesting. A tour of the White House can be seen through this site.

III- Usefulness of Content = (4) The web site has links to most of the United States agencies. The user can also search the archives or look at recent news concerning the President and his cabinet. There is a link to the office of the President with information on recent speeches, policy statements, and summaries of recent tours and accomplishments. There is also a section for kids that is very useful for teachers and students. 

IV- Usefulness of Hyperlinks = (4) The web site has links to the most common request Federal Services and to all the major agencies in the US. These hyperlinks are very useful and most of them are current. It also provides a search feature that gives access to other links. 

V- Originality = (3.5) The graphics and the multimedia designs are excellent. However, for being the White House the user expects more than what the site offers. A more original site with more graphics and advance technology should be established.

VI- Overall Grade = (3) This site is very well presented and it has a lot of information concerning the Presidential branch. I would recommend making this web site easier for the user. In addition, the web site should be compatible with all computers. The section for kids is one of its best features and the archives provide a valuable resource for students. Overall this web site is well design and is the model for other United State agencies.

WWW.POLITICS.COM


This web site created by independent political advisors, business strategists, political professionals and executives, promote and support the involvement of the public into the world of politics. This site provides the user with information on the current campaigns, the candidates and other matters related to politics. 

I- Ease of use = (2) This site has many different choices that confuse the user. In addition, this site has advertising for other private companies. This can prevent the user from seeing the whole content of this site. This site has all the links clearly label which helps in the ease of use of the site.

II- Visual Appearance = (2) The site has too much information compressed together into the main page. Someone that has never been to this site can find itself lost. There are virtually no graphics and the site relies mainly on written work.   The site looks like an amateur work rather than professional. 

III- Usefulness of Content = (4) This web site has varied information on politics. It specially focuses on the current campaigns and it has comprehensive information about them. The search function for the contributions to the campaigns is very useful. This site is an excellent source for teachers and students. 

IV- Usefulness of Hyperlinks = (2) The web site has a link page to different sites related to politics. Most of the other links are for marketing companies and they are not very useful. On the main page, there are links for C-Span and some multimedia. There is also a search function for hyperlinks.

V- Originality = (2) The web site follows a standard 1 page format that contains virtually no frames and no artwork. This site lacks of originality and does not appeal very much to the user. The structure is simple and is easily ignore.

VI- Overall Score = (2) Even thought this web site has substantial information about the campaigns, it does not focuses on politics and it subdivision, like the name suggested. The web site lacks of originality and the marketing ads are often annoying. The web site has virtually no multimedia and the artwork is poor. If I could redesign this site, I will make it more user friendly and more fun. The information on the site is excellent but the design fails.  The directory has many useful links but some of them do not work. 
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