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(Unless otherwise indicated, all items are $30 and under, based on MSRP or online sampling) 

 

For the “techie”: Check these out, even if just to wish… 

 Lit Motors Electric Gyro-Stabilized Enclosed Cockpit C-1 Cycle ($250/res.; est. $20K/fly)  

 Personal UAV AR.Drone 2.0 Parrot ($300) 

 Augmented Reality eyeglasses by Vuzix  ($250-500) 

 Astro wireless gaming headset ($230-300) 

 Sony SmartWatch ($130) 

 Apple iPhone Apps with an iTunes gift card, Android Smartphone Apps with a 

Google Play gift card, or Blackberry Apps with a Blackberry Wallet virtual gift card. 

 

For the explorer… 

 A personal submarine …Get one from manufacturers like Trident Submarine ($1.5M 

& up), or tour with an operator like Atlantis Subs.  

 An AACC “Gift of Education” card, redeemable for tuition payments. Recommended 

course: FTR-105 Exploring the Future this spring from Anne Arundel Community 

College – on campus in Arnold, MD, or via online learning worldwide. 

 

For the astronaut or space colonist-to-be… 

 Virgin Galactic  flight aboard SpaceShip Two with the X PRIZE team ($20K/res; 

$200K/flt). 

 A launch observation from Kennedy Space Center (~$1,000/3 nights/family of 4) 

with advice from Florida’s Tourism Commission, NASA, and the KSC Visitor Complex. 

 Space Camp ($400-1400). 

 Celestron Telescopes’ SkyProdigy Computerized Telescope ($500-1000) or SkyScout 

Personal Planetarium ($200). 

 Mission SPACE at Walt Disney World Resort ($90/person Epcot Park Daily Pass) 

 A one-year membership to The Mars Society or the National Space Society . 

 

For the reader …  

Recent Futures: 

 “Edge Futures” (2008) 4-book set by Simon Foxell, et al (GB£30/US$55), and Foxell’s 

work, “The Professionals' Choice: The Future of the Built Environment Professions” 

(free), for the British Architects’ futures studies. 

 “Thinking about the Future: Guidelines for Strategic Foresight” (2007) by Andy Hines 

& Peter Bishop (book site). 

 

 

 

 

http://litmotors.com/c-1/
http://ardrone.parrot.com/parrot-ar-drone/en/where-to-buy/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnRJaHZH9lo
http://www.vuzix.com/consumer/products_wrap920.html
http://www.astrogaming.com/
http://www.sonymobile.com/us/products/accessories/smartwatch/
http://www.apple.com/iphone/from-the-app-store/
http://store.apple.com/us/personalize/itunes
http://www.android.com/apps/
http://play.google.com/intl/en_us/about/giftcards/
http://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/
http://docs.blackberry.com/en/smartphone_users/deliverables/7363/Cards_392094_11.jsp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGXdk1NEmPo
http://tritonsubs.com/
http://www.atlantisadventures.com/
http://www.aacc.edu/giftcard/default.cfm
http://www.aacc.edu/search/course/crs_sect.cfm?courseId=55587&termId=SP2013
htttp://www.aacc.edu/future
htttp://www.aacc.edu/future
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=us&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=202417885805190342879.0004d0800e38b411f5d36
http://www.aacc.edu/virtualcampus/
http://www.space-settlement-institute.org/
http://www.virgingalactic.com/
http://www.virgingalactic.com/overview/spaceships/
http://space.xprize.org/ansari-x-prize
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/home/
http://www.visitflorida.com/Cape_Canaveral
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/launchingrockets/viewing.html
http://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/events.aspx#2012/12/0/
http://www.spacecamp.com/camp/scpc
http://www.celestron.com/astronomy/telescopes.html
http://www.celestron.com/astronomy/series/skyprodigy-series-computerized-telescopes/
http://www.celestron.com/astronomy/celestron-skyscout-personal-planetarium.html
http://www.celestron.com/astronomy/celestron-skyscout-personal-planetarium.html
http://disneyworld.disney.go.com/parks/epcot/attractions/mission-space/
http://www.marssociety.org/
https://www.nss.org/membership/gift_membership_form.shtml
http://www.wfs.org/blogs/ptucker/futurist-magazine-releases-its-top-10-forecasts-for-2013-and-beyond
http://blackdogonline.com/all-books/edge-futures.html
http://www.architectspractice.com/
http://www.edgedebate.com/?page_id=430
http://www.buildingfutures.org.uk/projects/building-futures/professional-futures
http://www.architecture.com/TheRIBA/AboutUs/InfluencingPolicy/BuildingFutures.aspx
http://beta.innovaro.com/pageContent.aspx?id=34
http://www.andyhinesight.com/
http://www.tech.uh.edu/directory/bishop/peter/
http://www.andyhinesight.com/books/thinking-about-the-future/


 

Future-themed Holiday Gift Suggestions 2012 
 

Page 2  of 2 
 

  “China Road: Journey into the Future of a Rising Power” (2007) by Rob Gifford (NPR 

companion site). 

 “I Live in the Future & Here's How It Works” (2011) by Nick Bilton (book site). 

 “How to Create a Mind: The Secret of Human Thought Revealed” (2012) by Ray 

Kurzweil (book site). 

 “Thinking in Systems: A Primer” (2008) by Donella H. Meadows (1941-2001), who 

was lead author of The Club of Rome’s “Limits to Growth.” 

 “Edge City: Life on the New Frontier” (1992) by Joel Garreau (book site). 

 “What Is Your Dangerous Idea? Today’s Leading Thinkers on the Unthinkable” (2007) 

by John Brockman (book site). 

 “The Art of the Long View: Planning for the Future in an Uncertain World” (1996), 

“Inevitable Surprises” (2004) & “Learnings from the Long View” (2011) by Peter Schwartz. 

 The 2002 movie “Minority Report” based on the Philip K. Dick’s visionary book. 

 “The Transparent Society,” (1998) by David Brin (book site).  

 The award-winning speculative novel “2312” by Kim Stanley Robinson.  

 

RetroFutures (past views of the future): 

 “The Shape of Things to Come” (2006) reissue of the 1933 classic by H.G. Wells.  

 “Yesterday's Tomorrows: Past Visions of the American Future” (1996) by Joseph J. 

Corn. 

 “Report on Planet Three and Other Speculations” (1972) by Arthur C. Clarke (out of 

print but easy to find via Bookfinder.com). 

 “Blade Runner,” the movie from Philip K. Dick’s “Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?” 

 

 

 

    

 

http://www.randomhouse.com/book/59780/china-road-by-rob-gifford
http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/features/2004/aug/china_road/
http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/features/2004/aug/china_road/
http://www.randomhouse.com/book/200490/i-live-in-the-future--heres-how-it-works-by-nick-bilton
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/author/nick-bilton/
http://nickbilton.com/future/0/
http://www.us.penguingroup.com/nf/Book/BookDisplay/0,,9781101601105,00.html?How_to_Create_a_Mind_Ray_Kurzweil
http://fora.tv/2012/10/13/Ray_Kurzweil_How_to_Create_a_Mind
http://fora.tv/2012/10/13/Ray_Kurzweil_How_to_Create_a_Mind
http://howtocreateamind.com/
http://www.chelseagreen.com/bookstore/item/thinking_in_systems:paperback
http://www.donellameadows.org/donella-meadows-archive/about-donella-meadows/
http://www.clubofrome.org/
http://www.chelseagreen.com/bookstore/item/limits_to_growth/
http://www.randomhouse.com/book/58428/edge-city-by-joel-garreau
http://newamerica.net/user/107
http://www.garreau.com/main.cfm?action=book&id=1
http://www.harpercollins.com/books/What-Is-Your-Dangerous-Idea-Mr-John-Brockman?isbn=9780061214950&HCHP=TB_What+Is+Your+Dangerous+Idea?
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2012/jan/08/john-brockman-edge-interview-john-naughton
http://edge.org/conversation/books-from-edge
http://www.randomhouse.com/book/162919/the-art-of-the-long-view-by-peter-schwartz
http://www.us.penguingroup.com/nf/Book/BookDisplay/0,,9781592400690,00.html?strSrchSql=inevitable+surprises/Inevitable_Surprises_Peter_Schwartz
http://gbn.com/consulting/article_details.php?id=113
http://fora.tv/2008/04/28/Niall_Ferguson_and_Peter_Schwartz_on_Human_Progress
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0181689/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/philip-k-dick/
http://www.harpercollins.com/books/The-Minority-Report-and-Other-Stories-Unabridged-Philip-K-Dick?isbn=9780060742461&HCHP=TB_The+Minority+Report+and+Other+Stories+Unabridged
http://www.perseusbooksgroup.com/perseus/howtoorder.jsp?isbn=0738201448
http://davidbrin.blogspot.com/
http://www.davidbrin.com/transparentsociety.html
http://www.orbitbooks.net/2312/
http://kimstanleyrobinson.info/
http://blogs.smithsonianmag.com/paleofuture/
http://us.penguingroup.com/nf/Book/BookDisplay/0,,9780141441047,00.html
http://www.biography.com/people/h-g-wells-39224
http://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/ecom/MasterServlet/GetItemDetailsHandler?iN=9780801853999&qty=1&source=2&viewMode=3
http://www.stanford.edu/dept/HPST/corn.html
http://www.stanford.edu/dept/HPST/corn.html
http://www.clarkefoundation.org/sample-page/bibliography/
http://www.clarkefoundation.org/
http://www.bookfinder.com/search/?title=Report+on+Planet+Three+and+Other+Speculations&lang=en&submit=Search&new_used=*&destination=us&currency=USD&mode=basic&st=sr&ac=qr
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0083658/
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/11.12/philip.html
http://www.randomhouse.com/book/40617/do-androids-dream-of-electric-sheep-by-philip-k-dick

