ANNE ARUNDEL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SPRING SEMESTER 2009
SYLLABUS
ECO 113 – Consumer Economics and Personal Finance
PROFESSOR: 
Ms. Sybille Clayton
(Assistant Professor)

CLASS TIMES:
Section 001

Tu Th 
 
11:00 am – 12:15 pm
 in CRSC 210
OFFICE:
MATH 231A 
(Arnold Campus – Mathematics Building)


Located on the second floor of the building in the main office area.

CONTACT INFO:  Phone:  (410) 777 – 2565;  
  Email:  sclayton1@aacc.edu

OFFICE HRS:
Mon & Fri

  10:00 am – 11:30 am 


Tue & Thu

  12:30 pm –   1:30 pm

Wed

  
    4:00 pm –   5:00 pm

and by appointment if none of these times will work for you

You will find me in my office many hours that are not officially scheduled office hours. Usually I will be able to make time for you. Please feel invited at any time.

WEBSITE:  
Professor Clayton’s Website:
     
http://ola4.aacc.edu/sclayton1   

       
(Note: Do NOT put “www” or it will not work.)
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Study economic theory as it applies to consumer decision making. Includes application through examples of practical choices regarding consumer saving, investing and budgeting. Emphasizes the use of credit, insurance, housing, career choice, retirement and estate planning.

CREDIT HRS:  
3 credit hours weekly

TEXTBOOK / REQUIRED MATERIALS:
This section will not use a textbook, but you have to subscribe to or buy all “Money magazine” issues that are published during the months of the Spring Semester. Articles from the magazines will be discussed in class and used for weekend assignments (homework).

COURSE TOPICS
Topics will include (but will not be limited to)
· Credit reports, FICO scores

· Credit cards, credit, debt

· Loans, mortgages, interest

· Why don’t I just win the lottery?
· Buying a car
· Personal budgeting
· Planning for retirement, insurance
· Saving, investing, risk
· Laws and regulations protecting consumers, scams, identity theft
CALCULATORS:


A scientific or graphing calculator will be necessary for several mathematical assignments. It will be announced in class whether a calculator is needed for an exam.
CELL PHONES
Cell phones have to be turned off and put away while class is in session. If I see you handling a cell phone or have reason to believe that you are engaged in activities involving a cell phone, your attendance & participation grade will be affected. The same is true if your cell phone interrupts class. (Turn cell phones off when you enter the building.)
In case an emergency message has to reach you while you are in class, campus security can be contacted at (410) 777–2440. They will notify you with the message. (I suggest you leave your class schedule with the person who might need to get in touch with you, but security also will have access to this information when needed.) 

ATTENDANCE:

You are expected to attend every class. Class participation is essential for you and the entire group. Students will be held responsible for the material covered in class, whether they are present or not.

Students leaving class early or arriving late should make every effort to avoid disrupting the ongoing class. You may email me and ask me for the assignment if you had to miss class, but I prefer you try your class contacts first. Handouts given out during class time may be obtained from the course website, during office hours, or before or after the next class – just ask. Absences affect the attendance & participation grade. In addition, late arrivals or early departures may count toward absences as half a class hour missed. The first week of absences (which does not have to be consecutive class days) is “free of charge”. After that, each absence will result in a noticeable point deduction from the overall attendance grade. The penalty amount depends on the overall number of absences already accumulated. A higher amount is deducted if more classes have been missed already. All absences count, no matter why you had to miss. The only exceptions are: School-sponsored activities (including sports events underwritten by AACC, or high school responsibilities for high school students taking classes at AACC); taking the PRAXIS test or visiting a 4-yr institution for transfer purposes; jury duty or court subpoenas (NOT if you have to go to court for a violation, only if you are subpoenaed); or active duty / reserve military obligations. Proof will be required in order to have such an absence erased from the attendance record. Also, if you are arriving late, it is your responsibility to follow up with me at the end of class in order to be recorded present. Otherwise this day might count as a full absence. 

PARTICIPATION:

To do well in this class you have to do the weekend assignments, be on time for every class, and participate in classroom discussions and activities; i.e. be actively involved in the learning process. 

HOMEWORK (WEEKEND ASSIGNMENTS):

Homework assignments are called weekend assignments. They will be given out on Thursday and are due on Tuesday the following week. No late work will be accepted. As long as our school computer network is functioning properly, weekend assignments will be posted on the course webpage.
MINI-PROJECTS:

There will be two Mini-Projects incorporated in this class. A Mini-Project will usually relate mathematical facts and formulas to the financial topics we discuss in class.

As usual, arriving on time as well as attendance is mandatory on Mini-Project days. You will have one class hour to work on each Mini-Project in small groups. During this time, a specified portion of the project has to be completed by the group. This in-class portion will result in a group grade, but it will only be awarded to you if you are contributing the entire class period to your group work. Working on and finishing a project early on your own is only acceptable for students who meet the exceptions in the stated attendance policy or who have asked permission before the Mini-Project day. Each of these students has to turn in the required work early. Late work will not be accepted under any circumstances. Additional specified portions of the project may have to be finished as homework (also for a grade). On these parts of the project, you are allowed to work together with other students from your class, but the solutions you are handing in have to reflect your own understanding. On this (homework) portion, all project work has to be neat, easy to follow, well organized, and turned in by the deadline. I reserve the right to ask selected students to present the solutions to the project in an oral presentation in my office before the project grade is recorded. 

NO EXTRA CREDIT:

There is no extra credit opportunity in this class.

TESTS AND FINAL EXAM:

All material discussed in class and on weekend assignments may be represented on tests. The material you are tested on may be cumulative, which means that material covered earlier may appear on any test. On an exam day, test time may be limited to a portion of the class time. A lecture will then fill the remainder.
Handling your cell-phone during a test will be considered the use of unauthorized materials (cheating).
The Final Exam is cumulative and revisits all material covered during the semester. Attendance on the Final Exam is required. Make sure to adjust any other responsibilities accordingly. 

If you have more than two final exams on our scheduled final exam day (or two finals back to back), please inform me. I am willing to accommodate you in such a case, since I believe that it is not beneficial to a student to take more than two finals in any one day or two finals too close together.

GRADING POLICY:


2 Tests (100 pts each)

200 pts

600 pts – 540 pts
A

Weekend Assignments

150 pts

539 pts – 480 pts
B

Mini-Projects



  40 pts

479 pts – 420 pts
C


Attendance & Participation

  30 pts

419 pts – 360 pts
D

Cumulative Final Exam

180 pts

below 360

F



600 pts
I will consider class participation, whether or not you do your homework on a regular basis, and attendance records

 if at the end of the semester your grade is “borderline”.

MAKE-UP POLICY:

TESTS DAY PROCEDURES, MISSED TESTS: There will be no make-up tests for unit tests missed for any reason. In case you cannot take the test on the day and time it is scheduled, you may ask permission to take the test at an earlier time or day. This request has to be made before the exam is to be taken. Only under exceptional circumstances may you be allowed to take an exam after it has been given to the class, but before it is returned. Contact me as soon as you know that you have an emergency or conflict.

If you were not able to foresee a test day emergency: You are required to contact me immediately (by phone or email) in case you have missed a test. If you fail to do so, you will not be allowed to earn a replacement grade at the end of the semester and a “zero” will be recorded for the missed exam.

In case one unit test is missed, the final exam percentage will be used to determine a replacement grade. Only one exam can be replaced. If additional unit tests are missed, a “zero” will be recorded for each additional test missed.

MINI-PROJECTS: Mini-Projects cannot be made-up. (see above)
AVAILABLE HELP
Do not hesitate to visit me in my office. I am available to answer students’ questions during scheduled office hours. No appointment is necessary when you come at these times. And if my office hours are not convenient for you, just make an appointment at a different time. Working with students is what my job is all about. 
SPECIAL NEEDS:

Anne Arundel Community College is an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)/Title 504 compliant institution.  To request special accommodations, please contact the Disability Support Services Office in Academic Advising SSVC room 200, Tel. (410) 777 – 2307, or e-mail dss@aacc.edu. Please note that accommodations granted in the middle of the semester will not go into effect retroactively, so it is important to go through the proper channels as early as possible. (For information regarding Anne Arundel Community College's compliance and complaints concerning discrimination or harassment, call Karen Cook, Esq., AACC's federal compliance manager at 410-777-7370 or Maryland Relay 711.) 
STUDENT CONDUCT
Anne Arundel Community College is built on the commitment to excellence, engagement in the learning process, and mutual respect and courtesy. As a member of the AACC community, you have the obligation to accept responsibility for your conduct. This includes respecting the rights of all members of the campus community by not disrupting or obstructing the teaching and learning process.  Disruptive classroom behavior can result in you being removed from the class. It is your responsibility to read the Student Conduct Code in the College Catalog 2008 – 2009 (pp. 369-373) for complete policies and procedures.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

The main campus provides a telephone recording detailing any closings of the campus during inclement weather:  (410) 777 – 2222, then follow the menu instructions. You can also sign up to receive text messages on your cell-phone in case the college is closed. (Visit: http://www.aacc.edu/stayinformed) Note that the college is independent in its decision of closure and does not follow the public schools of Anne Arundel County. Many times the college is open when the public schools are closed. 

If the college is officially closed for any reason, the activities and material scheduled for the day on which the college was closed will be covered during the next class meeting. This includes scheduled tests. Therefore, if a test was scheduled for a time when the college is closed, it will be given during the first class meeting when the college reopens.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Read the academic integrity policy that can be found in the College Catalog 2008 – 2009 (pp. 361-365), and also will be given out in class to read as a homework. You will be asked to sign that you have read and are going to abide by AACC’s academic integrity policy. If a student does not abide by this policy and for example is caught cheating or facilitating, the sanctions will be severe. Usually, such behavior will result in an F in this class. In addition to failing the class, harsher penalties must be expected if this is not the first offence while attending AACC. There are no excuses or second chances concerning this matter. However, keep in mind that you can always talk to me before the test is to be taken if there are special circumstances in your life that prevented you from properly preparing for a test. Don’t become so desperate that you jeopardize everything you have worked for. Talk to me and deal with the situation in a mature and responsible way. Together we can make a plan to help you succeed the honest way. Keep in mind that you have options. Cheating does not just happen. Students who do it choose to do it.


IMPORTANT DATES
Last day to drop with a full refund: Tue, Jan 27, 2009
Spring Break: Mar 23 to Mar 29, 2009   
Last day to withdraw from class with a grade of “W”:  Fri, Apr 17, 2009

  Final Exam:  Tuesday,   May 12,   from 10:15 am – 12:15 pm   in CRSC 210
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