
Thoughts to Share About Mini Projects
· You can use projects at any skill level. 
(Do not wait until your students “know more”)

· GROUP Component 

Give it a try

Students pick own groups

Set time frame for accomplishment

Student communication absolutely amazing: They talk about math

DON’T HELP. The more you help, the less they communicate. But don’t let them walk off into a completely wrong direction, either.

· ESSAYS (Individual Component)

Quality and Quantity

Connections and thoughtful paragraphs

Grading essay component (Grade the “big picture”; if you want to, use a rubric; ask for revision if written poorly – no need to help with wording, but point to resources for help with writing assignments.)

· Oral component

May not work, but worth a try (especially for interdisciplinary environments)

· Network with other math teachers

Share materials

Work together

Get other teachers’ opinions

· Learning clusters/communities possible  (Networking with other subjects)

English or Reading

Computer

Politics/Government/Current Issues

Biology or Chemistry

Speech/Public Speaking

· Spark Student’s interest, get student’s attention

Use a catchy title

Cartoons, music, video clips (Make it fun)

Topics from variety of subjects, topics students can relate to / are interested in / are exposed to

Include neat or interesting facts

BUT: Keep in mind that topics that seem relevant may not have much “real life application” in the eyes of the students (How many high school students pay their own electric bill?!)

· Making Connections

We want informed citizens that step up and are active in their communities

We want students to think for themselves, search for connections, be critical, draw conclusions…

We, as instructors, want to learn more about our students and their interests and views

We hope to pique student’s interest

· Different project formats and instructions possible

Our Mini Projects are guided step-by-step exercises, don’t need research or familiarity with the subject. Other formats possible.

· Where do you find topics?

Just OPEN YOUR EYES. They are all around you!!!

· Inspire yourself and others. It’s WORTH WHILE.
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