Beginning Algebra




Name ____________________________

Mini Project
Essay Component

Directions: In your typed paragraphs use proper spelling, correct grammar, as well as complete sentences. Write in essay format and don’t use bullet points.  Keep the reader in mind: your written work should be easy to follow, explain your thinking, support your ideas, and express what you wanted to say. Discuss the question in detail. Don’t be too brief.  Write in your own words.  Proofread the paragraphs and write neatly. This is an individual effort.  Note: You must type your answers.
HIV/AIDS

In the world today we are approximately 6 billion people. Of those, about 300 million live in the United States. Currently, the population most affected by HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) and AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome) is fifteen to twenty-four year olds.  
In humans, HIV/AIDS is now considered to be a worldwide pandemic.  
(a) In class, you studied a quadratic equation that reasonably modeled the spread of AIDS in the United States from 1984 to 1994.  Give at least two reasons why this quadratic model you worked with in the group portion of the project might not be reasonable to use today to study the spread of AIDS in the United States.  Justify your response.
(b) “Over 42 million people are living with HIV/AIDS, and 74 percent of these infected people live in sub-Saharan Africa.” ( http://www.until.org/statistics.shtml )  
Calculate the number of people living with HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Discuss at least two reasons why this region has so many more infected individuals than anywhere else.
(c) Do a little research, and find at least one company that manufactures the drugs that are used in the United States to treat HIV.  Then, find an average monthly cost for the typical “cocktail” of drugs.  Be sure to cite your sources – they will be checked.  Discuss your opinions and thoughts about the cost of these drugs.
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